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the old ones. That is what imperialism means. That
is what it will be; and the democratic republic, which
has been, will stand in history, like the colonial organiza-
tion of earlier days, as a mere transition form.
And yet this scheme of a republic which our fathers
formed was a glorious dream which demands more than
a word of respect and affection before it passes away.
Indeed, it is not fair to call it a dream or even an ideal;
it was a possibility which was within our reach if we had
been wise enough to grasp and hold it. It was favored
by our comparative isolation, or, at least, by our dis-
tance from other strong states. The men who came
here were able to throw oS all the trammels of tradition
and established doctrine. They went out into a wilder-
ness, it is true, but they took with them all the art, science,
and literature which, up to that time, civilization had pro-
duced. They could not, it is true, strip their minds of
the ideas which they had inherited, but in time, as they
lived on in the new world, they sifted and selected these
ideas, retaining what they chose. Of the old-world insti-
tutions also they selected and adopted what they chose
and threw aside the rest. It was a grand opportunity
to be thus able to strip off all the follies and errors which
they had inherited, so far as they chose to do so. They
had unlimited land with no feudal restrictions to hinder
them in the use of it. Their idea was that they would
never allow any of the social and political abuses of the
old world to grow up here. There should be no manors,
no barons, no ranks, no prelates, no idle classes, no
paupers, no disinherited ones except the vicious. There
were to be no armies except a militia, which would have
no functions but those of police. They would have no
court and no pomp; no orders, or ribbons, or decora-
tions, or titles. They would have no public debt. They